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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting 
any errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2-5, 8, 9 and 13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 2-5, 8 and 9 are rejected because the language "obtainable by" is 
indefinite. The language does not set forth a positive limitation. It is suggested that 
Applicant amend the claims to read -obtained by --. 

Claim 2 is rejected because the language "having a linear chain and being unsaturated, 
and the balance being unsaturated" is not understood. 

4. Regarding claim 13, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it 
is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Krull (S 6,610,111). 

Krull teaches a low-temperature stabilized additive for fuel oils having a sulfur 
content of up to 0.05% (500 ppm) comprising A1) 1-99% by weight of at least one 
saturated monocarboxylic acid having 6-50 carbon atoms and A2) from 1-99% by 
weight of at least one unsaturated monocarboxylic acid having from 6 to 50 carbon 
atoms (see abstracts). Constituent A2) may contain one or more double bonds and the 
proportions of A1) is less than 10% (see col. 3, lines 40-48). The fuel additive can be 
combined with antioxidants or conductivity improvers (see col. 17, lines 7-15). The 
additives are added to the fuel in a solvent/carrier solution (see col. 15, lines 6-14). The 
fuel may be a middle distillate or jet fuel (see col. 16, lines 54-61). 

Krull teaches the limitations of the claims other than that he does not specifically 
teach a composition wherein a plurality of monocarboxylic acids are present. However, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use a plurality of the 
acids because Krull teaches that at least one acid is used and the language "at least 
one" suggests that a plurality may be present in the composition. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cephia D. Toomer whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 126. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on 571-272-1 119. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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